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SUBJECT: ILO - 63RD INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONFERENCE 

REF: (A) CAIRO 9364, (B) STATE 129464, (C) STATE 129463 
(REPEATING GENEVA 4437) 

1 . EARLY THIS AFTERNOON MFA INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
DIRECTOR, AMR MUSA, TELEPHONED ON FAHMY'S INSTRUCTIONS. 

RECALLING OUR DISCUSSION OF LAST SUNDAY EVENING ON ILO 
DEVELOPMENTS, MUSA REFERRED TO WHAT WE ASSUME WAS JUNE 3 
PLENARY DISCUSSION RE RECOMMENDATION OF SELECTIONS 
COMMITTEE THAT GOVERNING BODY PROPOSAL TO AMEND 
ARTICLE 17 BE ASSIGNED TO STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. 

MUSA NOTED THIS HAD BEEN DECISIVELY DEFEATED THROUGH 
ABSTENTIONS. 

2. FAHMY WISHED TO POINT OUT TO US THAT ANALYSIS 
OF VOTE, IN HIS VIEW, DISPROVES USG CONTENTION THAT 
ARABS WERE SOLE OPPONENTS OF USG IDEA. ON THE CONTRARY, 

ONLY FOUR AFRICAN STATES VOTED FOR THE PROPOSAL. ALL 
OF THE OTHERS ABSTAINED. THIS, FAHMY ARGUED, 
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DEMONSTRATES THAT IT WAS AN AFRICAN DECISION, NOT A 
QUESTION OF THE ARAB/ISRAELI CONFLICT. 

3. AS MUSA SAW IT, US AMENDMENT IS NOW IN "ABEYANCE 
PROCEDURALLY." AGAIN, SPEAKING FOR FAHMY, MUSA 
EXPRESSED REGRET AT WHAT HE CALLED US DEL'S TAKE IT OR 
LEAVE IT APPROACH AND UNWILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE A 
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MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION. EGYPTIAN DEL UNDER 
INSTRUCTIONS BE MODERATE IF THERE IS SOME INDICATION OF 
US FLEXIBILITY, BUT NOT TO GIVE WAY ON MATTERS OF 
IMPORTANT POLITICAL PRINCIPLE. 

4. WE AGAIN EMPHASIZED TO MUSA THAT OUR PRIMARY CONCERN 
IS THE COMPLETE DISREGARD OF ESTABLISHED ILO PROCEDURES, 
WHICH MUST INEVITABLY HURT THE ORGANIZATION. WE URGED 
THAT GOE TAKE ANOTHER LOOK AT ITS POSITION TO AVOID AN 
OUTCOME THAT WILL REQUIRE THE US TO LEAVE THE ORGANIZATION. 
MUSA RECALLED FAHMY'S COMMENT THAT NO ONE WANTS TO FORCE 
USG OUT OF ILO, BUT THAT GOE DOES NOT ACCEPT USG S VIEW 
THAT ILO IS PURELY TECHNICAL AND NON-POLITICAL ORGANIZATION. 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR IS HIGHLY POLITICAL; HENCE, ILO 

MUST ALSO BE SO. GOE, HE CONCLUDED, IS WAITING FOR SOME 
INDICATION OF US FLEXIBILITY. 

5. MUSA WILL ACCOMPANY FAHMY TO MOSCOW TOMORROW. NEITHER 
WILL BE BACK UNTIL LATE JUNE 10 OR 1 1. THIS MEANS 

NO NEW DEMARCHE CAN BE MADE TO EITHER OF THEM UNTIL 
THAT TIME. 
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